T LLLLL LT TS .

SN

30 September 2014 |

(Em\ Em)
\uw) \Ewy

®@® BRITISH
®® COUNCIL

New Directions English:
Role of English assessment in Internationalisation

Professor David Coniam

The Hong Kong Institute of Education
TAT4YR-2=7 L

%

EEEEF R

David Coniam is Chair Professor and Head of Department of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction in the
Faculty of Education & Human Development at The Hong Kong Institute of Education, where he is a teacher
educator, working with teachers in Hong Kong primary and secondary schools. His main publication and research

interests are in language assessment, language teaching methodology and computer assisted language learning.
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New Directions English:
Role of English assessment in Internationalisation

Fostering positive washback in the English language classroom — the teaching-testing nexus

In this talk, | look at the place of washback in the English language classroom. The context is high school students in
Hong Kong, who are preparing for their Year 12 English language public examinations. | first present an overview of
what constitutes positive washback — and how attempts have been made to encourage positive washback in an
exam-driven system such as Hong Kong. | then move to discussing how the teaching-testing nexus may be fostered
such that good classroom teaching feeds directly into what students perceive as exam preparation. | will present an

example of such good practice in the context of the Hong Kong Year 12 Speaking Test.
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