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Dr Jessica Wu is the Program Director of Research & Development Office at the Language Training and Testing
Center (LTTC) in Taiwan. She also teaches language testing and assessment courses at post-graduate level. She
has been deeply involved in research and development of the General English Proficiency Test (GEPT), which
targets English learners at all levels in Taiwan. She also serves as an adviser on the development of L1 tests in her
country. She has presented her research at many international conferences and has published numerous papers
and book chapters in the field of language testing. She is currently a member-at-large of the ILTA (International

Language Testing Association).
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New Directions English:
Role of English assessment in Internationalisation

GEPT and English Language Teaching and Testing in Taiwan

As Bachman (1990) noted, the uses of language tests are heavily influenced by educational and social needs. This
has been the case in the growing use of the General English Proficiency Test (GEPT) in Taiwan over the past 15
years. In 1999, with the aim of encouraging the study of English and introducing beneficial washback effects on
English teaching and learning in Taiwan, the Ministry of Education lent its support to the Language Training and
Testing Center (LTTC) in the development of the GEPT, a five-level, criterion-referenced EFL testing system. While
widely recognized for education and employment purposes, the GEPT has also resulted in numerous desirable and
undesirable effects. Drawing on evidence reported by both the LTTC and external researchers, this talk will discuss
the success of the GEPT in meeting the intended goals as well as the salient issues associated with the unintended,
negative consequences of the test. This talk will also demonstrate the LTTC’s continuing efforts to ameliorate the
negative test impact and to enhance the positive impact in collaboration with the local teaching community and

international partners with an aim to improve EFL education in Taiwan.
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